
Welcome Letter To Our Neighborhood Family 
 
In October of 2009 Kris, Kevin and Brad invited me (Juan) out to Denver to look at a space in the Lower 
Highlands called Aztec Sol; it was a place that they felt was in the right place at the right time for a new 
venture with an owner, Elvira who was as kind to us as a shot of tequila on a lonely night.  The trip 
lasted 3 days and included a Patriots loss to the Broncos and a Rockies defeat at the hands of the 
Phillies, both on the coldest day on record in October in the state of Colorado.  While bitter about the 
events and weather from that weekend I headed home to talk to my wife (the boss) about a possible 
investment opportunity and a move across country from Massachusetts to Colorado, a place Katie had 
never even been before.  A couple of months passed and there was very little communication between 
the representatives of Aztec Sol and our group so we thought it was a dead deal and began to look 
around Denver for other options.  Then we got the call and by January of 2010 it was time to introduce 
Katie to the great state of Colorado.  And the weather gods were certainly on our side as she drove 
around the city on one of those sunny winter days when people were out in the parks and the city was 
rampant with activity.  The weather, the people and the hospitality that Kris, Kevin and Brad bestowed 
upon us made the decision very easy.  The ensuing months were spent on weekly conference calls with 
the group, trips back and forth from Massachusetts to Colorado and Kris, Kevin and Brad working 
diligently with Matt Ward and his InWard Charles General Contracting Company and Scott Giles, our 
Architect and now friend to put together the plans that resulted in what you see today.  
In June we broke ground and while there were a few hiccups along the way we were able to execute and 
hit most of our timelines.  But June was our most significant month for another reason; it was when we 
convinced our chef, Elijah Odell to join our team.  It was an interesting process to say the least, as Eli is a 
classically trained chef with a fine dining background.  Our concept, we told him, was to put some of the 
flavor profiles he found in fine dining in between the bun in a casual pub style atmosphere where 
people could watch a game, get something other than a bunch of fried food and processed meats and 
enjoy a pint of Colorado Craft beer.  We told him about our approach which was family first, customer 
centric and team oriented.  Fortunately for us Eli agreed it was indeed the right concept at the right time 
and in the right neighborhood.  We are so very blessed to have him leading our efforts in the kitchen.  
The final piece to the puzzle was figuring out how to come up with an approachable beer list that men 
and women, beer geeks and the curious consumer would all find appealing.  It would be criminal not to 
take a few moments to thank the teams from Avery, New Belgium, Lefthand Brewery, Bristol Brewery, 
Tommyknocker, Odell, Ska and Oskar Blues for their unyielding support.  They have spent countless 
hours educating our staff, taking us on brewery tours at their locations and providing us with endless 
amounts of word of mouth support.  It’s our hope that we are able to introduce you all too some cool 
and unique beers that these world class breweries make right here in Colorado.   They are part of our 
family and we are excited for what the future of our relationships holds. 
So I’ll fast forward to today which has given us all as a group an opportunity to reflect upon this 
venture.  As a group we’ve had an opportunity to meet some of the most amazing people in the best 
neighborhood in Denver, hands down.   We have received a lot of positive feedback, some pats on the 
back and some much needed constructive criticism all of which has helped us and will continue to help 
us grow as a business.  We are more grateful than any of you will ever know.  It’s our hope you’ll enjoy a 
few casual nights with us and take some time to get to know our staff and your neighbors at The Tap.  
Respectfully, 
Juan, Katie, Kevin, Kris and Brad 
 


